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Enhancing Students’ Learning Writing Process through
Edmodo: New Challenge for a Better Learning
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Abstract. This paper describes and seview challenges in keaching and leaming process in writing cliss through the use
of one of online learning plafforms such & Fdmodo a1 undergraduste level. It is begun with a report of the experiences
from both lecurer and studens while using it within the ¢ bsoom which & also followed by such a reflection towand
the eaching and learning process. Since [CT plays its crucial roles within this pandemic. it & mponant o have 3 betier
insights and perspectives how the leciuser and smdens mvolve adively in it Il & mponant 1o be investigated more
since Edmodo is chosen as the main online platform in writing. The instrument used were mlerview session and
clasroom ohservation o look a1 how they exploit Edmodo to the fulles: and is challenges Based on the findings, i is
found that Edmodo helped them in wriling process but noda lai. But it B more 1o the way for the tescher a3 & role of
supporting studens. Swdents panicipation, sdenis engagement, complexity of discussion and the effectivensss of how
Edmodeo is utilized are discussed

Keywords: Leaming; Writng; Edmodo; Challenge; Leaming.

INTRODUCTION

Today, the devdopment of technology used in dassmom increases mpidly. Funharmore, in the teaching and
leaming of English ICT is widely used {Miftah, 201 §). Everyone was drowning in it and they can seck casily what
they need for their needs. This rescarch answers the issue of how Edmodo is used as an online tool for writing
English as a forcign language class.

To sum up, it is necessary for the teachar to incorporate it into the teaching and leaming activities, with the
rapid growth of ICT recently. Vidoo, intemet, web and Edmodo are four out of a varicty of channds that have been
shown to be effective in supporting the performance of students, As described in previous studies listed earlier, 1o
be more precise in writing. Technology provides a broader and decper range of services (Sulistiono, 2019). In
addition, the use of ICT in teaching and leaming allows studenis and trainees the opportunity 1o access leaming
materials on an ongoing hasis, a1 anytime, anywhere and & the same time, providing teachers and wrainers with the
ahility to effectively perform homework and assignments| Al-Said, 2015).

What becomes an issue, on the other hand, can anse as writing teaching and leaming rnms in the classroom. The
teacher appears to concentraie only on the result of the wniting of the students without giving any pressure or
intention of their method to produce such a good writing composition.{{ Dorothy & Lisa, 2003). The instructor will
not send any such negative fecdback on their wrting as long as the students submit the task on time. Once the
instnuctor offers some positive remarks, the students do not always benefit from something because they do not
know how to rearmange the writing itsclf It is imponant to look desperately again at what i1s happening around the
writing class, which is crucial to look closdy at how the writing class can actually be done well 1o meet the
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standards. To sum up with these claims, under an examination into how Edmodo actually supports both students
and lecturers with its significant cases, it is appropriate 1o look more closely.

METHOD

As the rescarch model of the present analysis, a qualitative appmach is considerod accepable. Qualitative
analysis, it is an appropriate way for rescarch to understand human hehavior and 1o examine the varishles involved
varbally and record them inductivdy. Furthermore, qualitative analysis also involves certain tasks that deal with
observing and asking, and secks 1o very preciscly identify incidents or individuals without any numenical data
bang used. It secks 1o gain a decper perspective, it also trics to grasp the studicd phenomenon holistically.

The subjects in this study were 33 students of the university and | English lecturer who teacher writing class.
Neither the lecturer nor the studenis has ever used Edmodo before this study. The lacturer st up only one class via
Edmodo for his subject. The rescarch instruments were employed in this study were ficld note and interview. The
ficldnote was used as a note while the rescarcher doing observation while the interview was done 1o seck other
information needed concerning 1o the needs of this study.

RESULTS AND MSCUSSION

The Teaching and Learning process of Writing by Means of Edmodo Under Investigation

This part discusses the process of teaching and leamning of writing by means of Edmodo. It is important to
present 3 brief account of this point as the basis for the section that follow. Four points are discussed in this section,
1., the objectives the wniting class under investigation, the instructional materials, the teacher’s tcaching activitics,
and the students” learning activities.

The Objectives the Writing Class Under Investigation

Regarding 1o the active involvement of the students in that wniting class, it is arwaal o look at the objectives of
the writing lesson itself bocause the activity in the classroom cannot be separated by i objectives of the lesson.
Singe the curriculum following KTSP Cumiculum, the ohjedtives of the writing class (table 1).

TABLE 1. Objectives of Wriling Clas

The (hjectives

Learning Materials

ATTITUDE:
Students are able to independently show a esponsible attitude towands
work in their fidd of expenise;

GENERAL SKILLS:

Students are able to apply logical, cntical, systematic, and innovative
thinking in the contex of developing or implementing scicnoe and
technology in accordance with their ficld of expertise;

SPECIAL SKILLS:
Students are able to understand the basics of literary writing and have the
ahility 1o write a vanety of creative works, including fiction and poetry.

KNOWLEDGE:

Students are able 1o understand and be able 10 camy out the stages of the
creative process, understand a good stroy structure, write fiction in the
form of short storics and novds, poctry, understand how to publish works
both for book publishing and the mass media.

Maicrials:
Characianstics of Study Programs

Learning Materials:
Benefits and strategy of writing
Increase the wealth of imagination,
language and knowledge

The stages of the creative process
The structure of short stories and
novels

Poctic experience and versification
of pocry

The building blocks of poctry

Tips for writing good and
interesting works of fiction and
pocty

Publication tips for publishing and
mass madia




Interms of Creative Wniting lesson, the students are demanded 1o understand and do arcative steps of a structure of
a good story and also wrile a fiction as it is shown in Table 1.

In linc wath the objoctives of the lesson mentioned above, the lecturer utilized Edmodo as a learning plaiform 1o
help him in conducting the teaching and leaming process. Within the Edmodo itself, the lecturer made a specific
classroom namdy “Creative Writing ™ and asked all the studenis 1o join the class he has made.
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FIGURE 1. Lecwser's Acoount in Edmodo for Writng Clas

It was done 1o help him in organizing the materials given, sharing links, forming groups o the studenis
and also studenits” writing products and all the things that the class neaded. The Edmodo was properly wilized by
the lecturer bt not all featwres were used by him due 1o sevenal reasons such as limited access and lack of
information of how this account should be used. Using social media platforms such as Edmodo in the writing class
encowrages contact between lecturers, leamars and their parenits, which can give lecturers extra time 1o expand on
thar online lessons, distribute instructional maternials, and a1 the same time provide thar students with an audicnce
from the real world

The Instructional Materials

The instructionsl matenals that the leawra wilized 1o activaie the classroom activitics consist of exercise that
are buill around write a composition and it was inended 10 give the students practices in managing their writing
from the heginning until the end. Through these sctivitics, the students were expected 1o be functionally competent
in producing good composition or producing an ecssay which has correct introduciory paragraph, body and
conclusion. To achicve these specific objectives, a5 soen in the instrudtionsl materials, cach lesson was designed by
prescnling & composition on & conain topic, and then requiring the studemts 1o have it discussed, following the sk
given. These were the examples of the instructional matenials,

These three examples detamine different tasks 1o be accomplished by the studemts, Each task is divided into
two part, The first pan is asking the students 10 read the 1ext carcfully and then finding the main idea of the 1ext,
finding genenc structure, grammar used, vocabularies, cohesion, coherence and so on,

Those three examples tasks, cach of which is followed by some exercise similar 1o the cxamples presanted
above, are hasically intended 1o stimulaic the siudenis® knowledge of determining thesis sialemenis, lopic schcnocs
and others. Some of these topics are The Stainigy, Whar g Mess Day!, and Students Who Study Abroad Achieve
Greater Siccess. These topics given, as staled by the lecturer are expectad 1o cnable and brainstorm students”
knowledge 1o determine important points in different types of cssays. Also, to help students casier in compaosing
thar cssay acconding to the topics given. And the students” waorks were the data that would be analyzed by the
rescarcher that focus on their pans of the cssay. And the compositions that weare analyzed were the results of
students with ample ability in wniting and they also have sufficent result of their writing compaence (Inayati,
Asib, & Dmajati, 20019). This very helpful for the lecturer in delivering the matenials and the studenis also casy 1o
understand the lesson given, On the other hand, the barriers also come up while the lecturer implement this kind of



online platform in teaching writing. The consideration of adequate and sufficient inlernet connection is still become
the main point 1o be taken imo account (Ul & Purwani, 2000),

The Lecturer’s Teaching Activities

This accoum is fell necessary since the sections that follow are built around the leaurer” teaching as well the
students’ learning offorts in achicving writing class objectives. In addition 1o using the available matenials, the
lecturer also assigned the students 1o find and prepare other topics. To make sure that the studemts were really
doing what they were asking o do, the lecturer made a very restricted time which they have 1o post thar work on
time and they had 1o make report 1o what they have writlen. This was as well as the lecherer” matenals supporicd
the notion that the instruciion was basically appropriate with the composition of pood cssay.

Az it is mentioned previously, the lecturer provided the materials both in the Edmodo itsdf and also supponed
by offline lecture. That was donc 1o avoid misinformation and any others daims from the studants. The lecthurar
shar links of the process of the wriling from the beginning umiil the end. Since Edmodo used in wnling class
within this rescarch, it is imponant 1o reveal how the process of wnting itsclf was done through the use of this
plaiform. In the sonsc that the instructor direds lcarners 1o follow a particular method that wliimaicly helps them
enhance their writing performance, process writing has been diffarentiated from product writing.

For example, the obsarvation that the rescarcher made by considering the importamt points of Edmodo, the
lecturer posted discussion questions for students 10 think shout or post relevant pictures of the wriling 1opics for
studenis 1o commani on them, because Edmodo is claimed to be an efficient tool for imeradion, wider exposure
and usc of the targal language among leamers (Gay & Sofyan, 2017). In addition, the lecturer also posted a guide
10 how 10 deal with organizing ideas, and the lecurer was also able 10 find some examples 10 help their sudenis
organize their ideas according 1o those directions. Edmodo, therefore, it offers an active forum in which teachers in
an inleractive atmosphere can develop the writing skills of their learners. On the other hand, leamnears have a
broader range of choices that lead them through all the stages of wriling processes. They receive different kinds of
feedback, comedions and suggestions as they wrile their messages, which are intended 10 speed up the wnting
skills of students, It is a forum 1o allow leamers 1o coondinale and gather their thoughts, Students imemact with
pocrs through Edmodo and are incvitably expected 1o cooperale with others, whaher it is panner work, in small
groups or inside the clasoroom. In addition, by posting noles, uploading learning materials 1o the private digital
library, writing comments, Edmodo will inspire students 1o take the initiative for their leaming.

The Students’ Learning Activities

The students’ learning activitics within the teaching and learning process involving wnting a composition
fellowing the instructional maienals given by the lecthurer. First, they have 1o follow the leciurer’s account as il is
shown below.

Afler following the lecthurer's account, the students were also asked 10 open the shared links and rdated
infomation given by the lechurer. Above all, this Edmodo is made basically 1o case and manage siudenis” activitics
in writing class, Next activity is producing a composition and suhmitting it through the acoounit and it can be scen
through this screen capiured.
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FIGURE 2. Stdents’ Composition Submitied through Edmode

All the students in dass were always prepared to discuss 10 the lecturer about their works. Ample mistakes in
structural use, however can be always identified in thar composition. For this rcason, the locturer was ofien
obscerved 1o pay attention 1o the students’ inaccurate use of grammar, punctuation, word choice and ctc by giving
carrections, These corrections reasonably done because his primary aim was not only 1o see whether their products
but also whether they were able 1o use correct thesis statements, supporting sentences, and et

From the four points mentioned sbove, there are several things that again should be highlighted. In exploring
the use of Edmodo for the EFL lcarning, the positive atmosphare is scen as something which is quite helping in
running the lesson within a term of online class, Those findings suppon emerging cases that technology may give
advantages 1o improve students” learning (Al-Kathiri, 2015). Also, Teacher can monitor the kinds of information
that students post and provide uscful feedback to support healthy student communication skill Holland &
Muilenburg, 2011),

CONCLUSION

As a conclusion for this study is that the lecturers and undergraduate students of STKIP PGRI Bangkalan
expenenced something which really different from the previous time. The shoncomings and also the strengths that
come up within the teaching and learning process can be overcome well through the great collaborative works and
communication from both sides. Finally, the rescarcher recommends encouraging university to add more section
for the platform used and ensuning the students really comprehend the use of it through some trainings or exposing
more additional information in order 10 be readier to face this new normal era.
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